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MINISTER’S LETTER 

REMEMBERING THE BAD GUY AND THE GOOD GUYS 

“Maybe someone would have the courage to die for a good person. Christ died for us 

while we were still sinners. This demonstrates God’s love for us” (Rom. 5:7-8 GW 

Translation) 

The month of November is marked by two days of remembrance, the Guy Fawkes 
Night and Remembrance Day.  The first traditionally marks the anniversary of the end 
of the plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament. On 5 November 1605 Londoners 
were encouraged to celebrate the King's escape from assassination by lighting 
bonfires. An Act of Parliament designated each 5 November as a day of thanksgiving 
for "the joyful day of deliverance".  
This is followed usually a week later by the Remembrance Day for those who gave 
their lives in the two World Wars. Remembrance Day resonates with the Christian 
message of sacrificial love following the example of the Lord Jesus Christ as illustrated 
by two stories. The first is about two brothers who were playing on the sandbanks by 
the river. One ran after the other up a large mound of sand. Unfortunately, the mound 
was not solid, and their weight caused them to sink in quickly. When the boys did not 
return home for dinner, the family and neighbours organized a search. They found the 
younger brother unconscious, with his head and shoulders sticking out above the 
sand. When they cleared the sand to his waist, he awakened. The searchers asked, 
"Where is your brother?" The child replied, "I’m standing on his shoulders" With the 
sacrifice of his own life, the older brother lifted the younger to safety. The tangible 
and sacrificial love of the older brother literally served as a foundation for the younger 
brother’s life.  
The second is about a teenage girl who didn’t want to be seen in public with her 

mother, because her mother’s arms were terribly disfigured. One day when her 

mother took her shopping and reached out her hand, a clerk looked horrified. Later, 

crying, the girl told her how embarrassed she was. Understandably hurt, the mother 

waited an hour before going to her daughter’s room to tell her, for the first time, what 

happened. "When you were a baby, I woke up to a burning house. Your room was an 

inferno. Flames were everywhere. I could have gotten out the front door, but I 

decided I’d rather die with you than leave you to die alone. I ran through the fire and  
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WORSHIP IN  NOVEMBER 

6th Nov 10.30 am Mr John Clay        

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton  Methodist Church 

13th Nov 10.30 am Dr Stanley Pearson   Remembrance Sunday 

    4.00 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

20th Nov 10.30 am Revd Anne Brown  

    6.00 pm Cross Gates Methodist Church Circuit Service  

27th Nov 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion  

    6.30 pm St Edmund’s Church   Ecumenical Service 

wrapped my arms around you. Then I went back through the flames, my arms on fire. 
When I got outside on the lawn, the pain was agonizing but when I looked at you, all I 
could do was rejoice that the flames hadn’t touched you." Stunned, the girl looked at 
her mother through new eyes. Weeping in shame and gratitude, she kissed her 
mother’s scarred hands and arms. 
May this year’s Remembrance Sunday remind us of “those who gave up their today 

for our tomorrow”, and may it spur us to find practical ways in which we could 

emulate the example of Jesus who “didn’t come so that others could serve him.  He 

came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many people” (Mark 10:45). 

Daniel 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 

Use your sense of humour. Laugh about things. Laugh at the absurdities of life. Laugh 
about yourself and about your own absurdity. 

We are all of us infinitesimally small and ludicrous creatures within God's universe. 
You have to be serious, but never solemn, because if you are solemn about anything 
there is the risk of you becoming solemn about yourself. Michael Ramsey 

Mirth is like a flash of lightning, that breaks through in a gloom of clouds and glitters 
for a moment; cheerfulness keeps up a kind of day-light in the mind, and fills it with a 
steady and perpetual serenity. Joseph Addison 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St Andrew’s 
URC and St Edmund’s CoE 

 
September found grace in making small changes daily. October saw the grace of God’s 
equal love for all – no more, no less. 

November brings us to the beginning of Advent. Well for many it is the nightmare of 
Christmas festivities and their preparation, whether the season of good will fills us 
with delight or horror. 

For many Advent is all too busy. We don’t have time for our own preparation. We 
don’t have space to consider the wonder of God’s love for all people so vast, so wide, 
so deep, that God gives of himself totally, to us and for us. 

‘Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with your God’ Micah 6:8 

In his humanity Jesus followed the way of those who had gone before and lived Micah 
6:8 

In November we remember and give thanks for all who in their humanity have given of 
themselves for others. 

Grasp the opportunity this month to think of those you know, and those you know of 
who live by Micah 6:8 – Do you? 

Through November you have the opportunity to rethink what and how Christmas can 
be in your life. 

Practising making small changes, practising showing love towards all, are ways that 
enable us all to live by Micah 6:8. 

Think and pray on it each day and through November, and we will receive the 
grace to understand better our Christmas 2016. 

THURSDAY QUIET TIME 

After consultation with the congregation and a meeting with interested individuals 
we have decided to introduce a “Thursday Quiet Time” which will be a short 30 mi-
nute midweek service. This quiet, reflective service will start on Thursday 1st Decem-
ber at 10.00 am. Marion has offered to lead a communion service the last Thursday 
each month. Other Thursday services will be led by a variety of church members. 
Please do try to join us. 
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WHAT’S IN THE NEWS (apart from Brexit)? 

From The Independent Sunday 9th Oct 2016 

Tutu’s testimony shows you can be religious while supporting assisted dying 

An earthquake has just occurred in the religious world, the effect of which may well be 
long-lasting and help change the law in Britain. It concerns the issue of assisted dying – 
the ability of people who are terminally ill and who wish to avoid pain or indignity by 
choosing when to die. At present it is illegal in this country, but British citizens can 
travel to Switzerland to die abroad because they cannot do so at home. 
 
One of the obstacles to changing the law to permit assisted dying here has been the 
fierce opposition of religious bodies, with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Catholic 
Cardinal and Chief Rabbi all condemning it as against the principle of the sanctity of 
life. This is certainly a view sincerely held by those concerned, but they have been 
mischievous as presenting it as the definitive religious view and assuming they have a 
monopoly on morality. 
 
There are many of faith, including clergy, who value life just as much, but who see no 
sanctity in suffering and nothing holy about agony. It is a travesty of religious principles 
to force the terminally ill to live on against their will and to make them die in pain 
because of someone else’s theological idée fixe. 
 
This supposedly monolithic religious opposition has now felt the tremors of the 
earthquake. It has come in the form of a video just released by Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu. He states not only that he supports the right of individuals to an 
assisted death, but also that he wants the option of assisted dying for himself. 
Tutu has just turned 85 and has in the past been treated for prostrate cancer. In the 
video he declares: “As a Christian, I believe in the sanctity of life … and that death is a 
part of life. I hope that when the time comes, I am treated with compassion and 
allowed to pass on to the next phase of life's journey in the manner of my choice.” 
Bearing in mind that Tutu is one of the most famous religious figures in the world – 
alongside the Pope and the Dalai Lama – his endorsement is significant and will help to 
pierce the myth that being religious means being against assisted dying. 
It will also chime with the public mood. In April last year, Populus conducted the 
largest ever poll on assisted dying – of 5,000 people – which found 82 per cent of the 
public support a change in the law. 
 
More importantly, the poll also analysed support by religion, and found that support 
was just as high among those who were religious, with 80 per cent of Christians, 83 per 
cent of Jews and 91 per cent of Hindus in favour. (Support was lower among Muslims, 
38 per cent, while 50 per cent of Sikhs were in favour.) 
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38 per cent, while 50 per cent of Sikhs were in favour.)  
 
It signals that, as was the case with women’s ordination and gay rights, the religious 
hierarchy is not only out of step with the public at large, but also with its own 
members and even with a growing number of their own ministers. While this has long 
been suspected, Tutu’s declaration has highlighted the dissension within the highest 
echelons. 
 
For many people of faith, caring for the lives of others is the litmus test of their creed. 
It is now evident that this is extending to the way individuals end their life, including 
the right to die as well as possible and in the way one wishes. 
 
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain is minister of Maidenhead Synagogue and chair of Inter-
Faith Leaders for Dignity in Dying (Ifdid) 
 

No doubt this will be one of the ethical debates that will engage us over the next few 

years and perhaps it will appear on the agenda of Methodist Conference along with 

same-sex marriage and other issues, but it is a complicated area and not, as suggested 

above, simply a religious issue. The Royal College of Physicians conducted surveys of its 

members in 2006 and 2014 and found on both occasions that the majority of 

respondents were not in favour of a change in the law, although the majority was 

smaller in 2014 than it had been in 2006. As with everything in The Link your 

comments are welcome. Ed. 

 

Killer Clowns 

There have been several reports in the media recently of pranksters dressed up as 

clowns to frighten people. The Times (Wednesday 12th October) reports a teenager as 

the first to be fined in the UK for scaring strangers. The craze began in the USA in the 

late summer and has spread round the world driven by social media. Several incidents 

have involved the use of arms such as knives, machetes and, in one case, a chain saw. 

The general intention is to get pleasure from frightening and intimidating people. 

 

There is a serious undercurrent here. Clowns are traditionally associated with laughter 

and fun and generally happy occasions. Here we have an example of something good 

being distorted. The gospel tells us that to present a distorted image of the truth in 

this way is wrong. Jesus was accused by the religious authorities of being the child of 

the devil to explain the way he healed people. To distort the truth, to present good as 

evil and vice versa is a serious business and Jesus warns that people with this distorted 

view of things are guilty of the most serious of sins. 
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MURDER AT THE MANSION 

A Drama Group repeat performance 

Tuesday 15th November at 7.30pm 

Did you miss Irving Theaker’s murder mystery play “Murder at the Mansion” when it 
was first seen at Lidgett Park in November last year? 

If you did miss it, now is your final opportunity to try and solve “who dunnit”.    
Even if you saw this last autumn this will be quite a different performance - so risk it 

and come. 

By the time you read this the Drama Group will have taken the play to Horbury and 
Knaresborough in October.  This month we visit Clifford Methodist, Beeston St. Mary’s, 

Morley Academy 

and, of course, we come home to Lidgett Park for one performance only. 

Booking is essential as there will be a supper. 

Tickets £ 7.00 includes supper 

Contact any member of the Drama Group or ring Pat Brooke on 0113 267 8506 

ED’S QUIZ (answers on page 14) FOUR LETTER WORDS 

The first half of each of the clues is a word of four letters and the second half is a 
word with just one of the letters removed. For example: Our editor goes brown.  Stan, 
tan.  When you list all the extra letters you will find someone we know a lot about. 

1.    Play a joke on this simian 

2.   Water bird in bed 

3.   Man with headgear 

4.   Come ashore young fellow 

5.   Barrier for everyone 

6.   Hit with club 

7.   Annoying domestic animal 

8.   Ran away having eaten 

9.   Big deed if obese 

10.  365 days a listener 

MORE ON CHEERFULNESS 

Cheerfulness, it would appear, is a 

matter which depends fully as much on 

the state  of things within, as on the 

state of things without, and around us. 

Charlotte Bronte 
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As promised in our last issue, I am pleased to announce that we raised £365:00 at our 
last coffee morning in September which was in aid of St Gemma’s Hospice.  A 
wonderful total I am sure you’ll agree for a two-hour coffee morning.  We are very 
grateful to all our friends who attended from around the Circuit making this event so 
successful.  Thank You!  

Our next Fund Raising Event will take place on Saturday November 19th. This is 
Thorner Methodist Church's Christmas Fayre and will take place from 10-12 noon.  
Bacon Butties will be sold as usual but we will also have Christmas cards and Christmas 
gifts for sale and our cake stall will have Christmas cakes for sale as well as our usual 
tasty goodies.   We look forward to welcoming you!!!  Do support this event if you can 
and get your Christmas shopping sorted before the holy season of Advent begins.  

God Bless 

Ann Johnson, Thorner Methodists’ Senior Steward . Tel: 2893532. 

THORNER BROADSHEET 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  

Meeting alternate Thursday evenings in the Community Hall at 7.45 pm. 
Refreshments provided.  A very friendly group and anyone coming for the first time 
will be made most welcome. 

10th Nov.   David and Sharon Donaldson belong to Oakwood Church and have 
kindly agreed to come along and give their talk on "Silver Nomads" - about their six 
month tour of Austalia in a campervan. 

24th Nov.   Our own Heather Fry is coming to fill us in about the work of "The Food 
Bank".   Come and find out how our donations are providing much needed help. 

Trip to Boundary Mill, Colne is on either Tuesday 22nd or Tuesday 29th November. 
Please reserve both dates for the time being. This is open to everyone and if 
interested please give names to Lynne Pullein (266 5303) or Anne Millett (266 6910). 
There will be a deposit of  £5.00 on confirmation of the date and the total cost should 
be around £12.00 -£13.00 
 
Secretaries Lynne and Anne 
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QUIZ—NAME THE MUSICAL (see page 27 for answers and page 7 for Ed’s Quiz) 

1. Family Pets 

2. Not yet married, presumably 

3. Males dressed up to keep warm 

4. Pretty woman 

5. Royalty’s involved with me 

6. The mechanic’s favourite 

7. Could be set in Canada 

8. Anti-social violinist 

9. Amorous imperative 

10. Home to the Chrysler building at intersection with Lexington 

With thanks to Lynn Hudson 

FRESH FROM THE WORD 

You are reminded that Hazel Raynor is about to order the bible reading notes for next 

year. The price is £9.99 and you are asked to sign the sheet on the notice board in the 

foyer or to contact Hazel on 266 8465 

CHRISTIAN AID SOUP LUNCH 

This month the lunch is at St Edmund’s Church fron 12 noon on 23rd November. 

Transport is available for those who need it : contact Heather Fry on 293 3784 

PROJECT PENNIES 

Margaret Lee would like to remind you that she is still collecting pennies and loose 
change to add to the project funds. You can collect these in whatever type of contain-
er you wish - the bigger, the better! Please let Margaret have your collection at any 
time.  
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FLOWER FESTIVAL –some more photos. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS NOT TO BE MISSED (personal recommendation—ed). 

Every time there is a delicious selection of cakes and scones as well as proper coffee 

which you can have in a variety of styles. Look out also for the sessions which offer 

bacon butties and baked potatoes. People from all over the village attend, not just 

from the church. Ed. 

SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 

CAFÉ MORNING 
10am-12.30pm 

November 15th   Soup 

December 13th   Christmas Fare 

CALL FOR SCHOOL GOVENORS 

Have you ever thought about becoming a school governor? Roundhay St John's, 

the  Church of England primary school on North Lane, needs to fill 2 foundation 
governor vacancies. A diverse community of those of different faiths and none, the 
school aims to serve the community by providing high quality education within the 
context of Christian belief and practice, offering children the chance to explore the 
gift of  Christian faith.  

Evening meetings take place 5 times per year and governors get involved in various 
aspects of school life as they support the overall running of the school. No special 
qualifications are needed; the school values time and commitment, plus some 
occasional availability in the school day if possible. 

If you would like to discuss this or want more information please contact 
Headteacher Andrew Graham at Andrew.graham@roundhaystjohns.com or Chair of 
Governors Julia Thompson at thompsontowers21@hotmail.com. 

mailto:Andrew.graham@roundhaystjohns.com
mailto:thompsontowers21@hotmail.com
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PROJECT 2015-2016 - A personal reflection by Margaret Farrar 

Initially, I was going to write a summary of last year's project but realised that an article 
had been written about every event we had organised and it would just be a re- hash 
of what has been written before. So instead I would like to take this opportunity to 
reflect on the group that has been behind these events and offer a huge vote of thanks 
to them. 

Last year's committee was Kathy Benson, Pat Brooke, Heather Crosby, Jenny Dalton, Ed 
Dodman , Heather Fry and myself. Our meetings were held at the homes of either 
Kathy or Jenny and the most delightful thing about them was that they were enormous 
fun – and would always end with an offering of delicious home-made scones or cakes!  
Jenny was always a fund of new ideas and a whizz at using the internet to obtain 
“props” - the Mad Hatter's Tea Party was Jenny at her best. Even on her world tour, 
she was on the look-out for ideas.  Everyone's suggestions  were discussed at length 
and a democratic decision made about their suitability.  We continued to offer events 
that had been successful in the past whilst trying to introduce new ones.  

There is an enormous amount of work involved in organising  these events but this 
group managed to make it seem easy. After a meeting, we all knew that tasks that had 
been agreed between us would be carried out and that we could rely on each other.  

When Rebecca Todd approached us about organising a dance with her band, we knew 
that this was a risk. We could not use our own hall – too small – so had to book the 
Queen's Hall , knowing that we would have to ensure that people other than our own 
congregation would need to come if the event was to be a success.  To that end, we 
advertised in a variety of publications, radio, Facebook etc.  but it is never until the 
night that you know whether you have succeeded. Luckily we did , but have learnt of 
other forums where we can advertise which can be used in the future if needed.  

Many of the events involved people other than the committee – think of David Wilks 
and his young musicians, the YEP Brass Ensemble and  the Flower Festival which all 
involved many others giving of their time and talents freely and graciously. We are 
indebted to all those people and would not have succeeded without their help and 
support.  

It is wrong to pick out one person from amongst this group but I would like to 
acknowledge the commitment  of Kathy, who, at a time of deep personal sorrow, felt 
able to carry on helping the committee and still giving of her time unstintingly. This 
says much about the group but also about the strength of the wider church to whom 
we are all indebted for your support and generous giving . The final total raised was 
just over £12,400, a magnificent achievement, with two thirds going  to Christians 
Against Poverty and one third to Christian Aid. We wish the new Project group every 
success in the coming year and hope that you enjoy it all as much as we did! 
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LEEDS AUTISM SERVICES 

Thank you so much for inviting myself, Michael, Iain & wife yesterday we all 
thoroughly enjoyed being a part of your harvest dinner. 

I cannot thank you all enough for your support over the next coming year and I look 
forward to attending more of your events, I have put the dates in my diary for the 
concerts. 

I have attached some of the photographs that I took yesterday which please feel free 
to use in the magazine or your website. 

Kind regards 
Karl Wilson 
Partnership & Development Officer 
0113 2452645 
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LIDDGETT PARK PROJECT 2016-7 

Many of you will be aware that the project year began with the Harvest Lunch on Sep-
tember 25th when we reaffirmed our continuing support for Christian Aid and were 
introduced to our new project: Leeds Autism Service (see page 13). 

The Chairman Iain Wilson, Karl Wilson, and Michael who is a user and enthusiastic 
advocate for the charity spoke to us about the work of LAS and of how pleased they 
are to accept our support. 

We hope that Link readers will come to two concerts: the first on Sunday November 
6th at 3.30pm when Clive Barrett and Free Range present Stories of Courage and Con-
science. The stories are of some of Yorkshire’s conscientious objectors during WW1 
and the songs that helped to sustain them. 

The second concert is the welcome Christmas performance by the Wendell Singers on 
Tuesday 20th December at 7pm. 

As the project committee we are planning further events in 2017. There will be further 
concerts, at least one dance evening, an Italian themed meal and an afternoon tea 
with a difference. We hope that you will enjoy at least some of these events so that 
Lidgett’s support of LAS and Christian  Aid will be generous.  

Project Group: Daphne Barton, Judith Clinkard, Heather Crosby, Heather Fry, 

Liz Pearson, Jan Rippin, Sue Wittrick.  

ANSWERS TO ED’s QUIZ 

1.   Jape, ape.     J 

2.   Coot, cot.     O 

3.   Chap, cap.    H 

4.   Land, lad.     N 

5.   Wall, all.       W 

6.   Beat, bat.     E 

7.   Pest, pet.      S 

8.   Fled, fed.      L 

9.   Feat, fat.      E 

10.  Year, ear.    Y 

MORE ON CHEERFULNESS 

A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a downcast 
spirit dries up the bones. Proverbs 17.22 

A happy, joyful spirit spreads joy everywhere; a 
fretful spirit is a trouble to ourselves and to all 
around us. Anon 

In my long illness, the people who helped me most 
were those who took for granted that I should 
behave with apparent cheerfulness and courage. 

A. C. Benson  
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 ICONS OF ENGLAND ed. Bill Bryson 

This is a book to dip into when winter weather or infirmity keep us indoors; a 
reminder of the infinite variety of our world. The short essays – snippets almost – are 
written by a wealth of writers on a diverse, and often quirky, number of topics. These 
range from the more predictable such as Jonathan Dimbleby on the seaside, Nick 
Crane on the Norfolk Broads, Simon Jenkins on country houses, Simon Thurley on 
church spires and Dickie Bird on his two loves of cricket and Yorkshire found at 
Scarborough. But we are also invited to delve into more unusual icons such as 
postboxes, sighting the stubble-stag ( i.e. the hare ), indulge in the 'essence of 
Shakespeare' on the banks of the river Avon with Antony Sher, dwell on the names on 
pub signs with Sebastian Faulks, contemplate the clouds as well as the vagaries of the 
English weather and even admire the wonders of Bazalgette's London sewage system. 

Published on behalf of the Campaign to Protect Rural England, I found this a 
fascinating, life-enhancing read reminding us of places and experiences we have 
known but also showing us new ones to seek out. I wonder what you would choose 
for your icon. I think mine would have to be the vast skyscapes of my fenland 
Lincolnshire with Boston Stump standing sentinel in the distance.  

Margaret Leake 

HERETIC   by Ayaan Hirsi Ali 

This book was recommended to me by a friend and, having to admit to finding it a 
very difficult read, I never-the-less chose it for my book group.  It received a 
favourable response, followed by an interesting and valuable discussion. 

 Ayaan Hirsi Ali is the New York Times best selling author of previous 
books  Infidel  Nomad  and The Caged Virgin.  She is a prominent speaker, debater and 
journalist, a very influential person, now a fellow at Harvard University’s John F 
Kennedy School of Government.  In writing this book she has put her own life at risk. 

Having been brought up in the Muslim faith she informs about three categories of 
Muslims, the Mecca, the Medina and the Reformers.  She refers to her own 
experiences and her upbringing in a Muslim society but later travelling to Holland to 
study she experienced a totally different world of belief systems that turned her world 
and beliefs upside down.  Hirsi Ali explores the reasons for the current world 
situation, the pointlessness of warfare and drone air strikes and how the Western role 
could aid to bring about change. 

She makes the point that in the history of Christianity there was a period known as 
The Crusades where Christians used warfare to convert or kill the infidel but a  
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reformation took place over the centuries  whereby Christians could reappraise their 
Holy Book, discuss, reinterpret and reform ideas with impunity.  The Muslim faith is 
still seeped in the 7th century and is unable to bring about a similar reform. 

This book deals with issues which are of great concern to the Western world.  If, having 
read this review you would like to know more, I have a copy only too willing to lend. 

Barbara Holmes 

DOORS - A MEDITATION 

Doors can be barriers, but when opened can be opportunities to new beginnings, new 
understandings, improved relationships, and more wholesome living. 

A door is truly an amazing thing. Closed it is an agent of separation. It completes a wall 
that divides off two rooms, or the inside of a house from the outside. But swing it open 
and it becomes an invitation, bringing together what was apart. Suddenly you can see 
and walk through from one area to another. Crucial to our mental growth are doors 
that we can open. We need to open our minds to new ideas; our compassion to the 
troubles, and therefore to the needs, of others. We need to open our mouths to speak 
out when appropriate and our ears to listen. We pity the person with a closed mind; 
the person enveloped by his/her own ego. 

But just as we can suffer from a door locked shut, so also from a door left open for too 
long. Too much outside chatter, distraction and demands can leave us feeling played 
out, depleted and empty. Hence there is a time to cease talking and to sit in silence; to 
shut the door on the turmoil within our own mind; to be quiet; to meditate; to be still. 

Then often something happens. In that closed room, the soul withdrawn into itself, 
there appears a mysterious guest. Call it God, the Spirit, or one's own True Self, it 
doesn't matter. We sense a Presence. In the depths of solitude we are no longer alone, 
lonely; but feel more whole and connected with Ultimate Reality. When we do this are 
we closing a door or opening one? It would appear to be both. 

Do we shut our door often enough, and separate ourselves from the noise and clutter 
of the outside world, so as to be able to reconnect our inward spiritual self with God? 

Gerry Leake 

The people whom I have seen succeed best in life have always been cheerful and 
hopeful, who went about their business with a smile on their faces, facing rough and 
smooth alike; and so found the truth of the old proverb ' that good times and bad 
times and all times pass over '. 

Charles Kingsley 
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Mrs D’S DIARY – a trip around the world continued. 

Hong Kong 

Haydn’s sister on her one and only visit to Hong Kong described it as ‘smelly, noisy, 
overcrowded, a hell on earth and she was never going back there’ 

It is indeed smelly, noisy, overcrowded and I love it. This is our 5th visit and Haydn has 
always had a relative living there. Let’s start with some geopolitics – do take note that 
there will be a quiz question at the end. 

Hong Kong consists of 3 main areas, Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, a large city situated 
on the southern mainland of China, and the New Territories also on the Chinese 
mainland and to the west of Kowloon. 

Hong Kong Island and the original settlement at Kowloon were given to the British in 
perpetuity (i.e., for ever) in the mid 1880’s. An area to the north of the original 
Kowloon settlement and the New Territories was leased to the British for 99 years at 
the end of the 19th Century. It was impractical to divide these various areas so as to 
allow Britain to keep those parts of Hong Kong given to them and China to take those 
areas that were simply leased and so there was the ‘hand back of 1997’. 

Many difficulties were envisaged at the time of the hand over but the one that has 
arisen recently was not one that was foreseen and that is the different political ideas 
of the ‘original’ and the ‘incoming’ Chinese population in Hong Kong. Apart from the 
original settlors living in the Island and Kowloon, most of the Chinese population up 
to 1997 were refugees from war in China, whether from the Russian invasion in 1912, 
the Japanese invasion in the 1920/1930’s, the civil war in the 1940’s, Mao’s cultural 
revolution and, finally, the war in South East Asia in the 1960’s. 

These settlers, or more particularly their offspring, became used to life under a fairly 
liberal, free and democratic regime. They had freedom of speech, freedom of the 
press, freedom of travel (except to China – barred by the Chinese, not the British) and 
they were generally left to their own devices. Come 1997 ‘the suits’ as Martin Lau, a 
leader of the democracy movement, called them, moved in. Their only interest was in 
making money and if that meant kowtowing to China, so be it. 

The difference between the 2 veiws has been widened by the forthcoming 2017 
elections to the legislative council, which runs Hong Kong. The 1997 agreement 
guaranteed  universal sufferage, but China will not allow anyone to stand as a 
candidate unless they are officially approved by the Chinese government. 

Just recently the Sunday Times Far East Editor wrote an article in the Sunday Times 
Magazine entitled “China, The Great Leap Backwards” suggesting that the new 
regime in China is more autocratic that the previous regime. This divide has even spilt  
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 over into sporting events and tourist attractions. A recent football World Cup 
qualifying match between Hong Kong and China in Beijing saw the Hong Kong 
supporters booing the Chinese national anthem. 

Everyday at noon outside our hotel, the Excelsior, they fire the ‘noon day gun’. This 
was originally fired to signal the end of the opium wars. Not surprisingly China 
wanted this tradition to end, but the current Hong Kong regime refused to bring it to 
an end, citing it as a unique tourist attraction. The British ex-pats have steered clear 
of any involvement in this ideological dispute, but it is bound to develop as the 
election campaign begins in earnest. 

Enough Geo-Politics! Hong Kong loosely translated means Fragrant Harbour, a 
contradiction in terms if ever there was one. The finest view of the harbor is from the 
top of the peak on the Hong Kong island. When we first visited Hong Kong the peak 
had a small viewing area and was reached by the cog railway system still in existence. 
Today there is a veritable city up there, but the view is still the same and the activity 
in the harbor clearly shows why Hong Kong became such an important trading post. 
On the day of our visit to the peak we could see in the harbor 2 cruise ships, large oil 
tankers, huge cargo ships as well as the tiny Star Ferries that crisscross the harbour 
almost 24 hours a day every day of the year. Despite a road bridge (soon to be 
another) and a tunnel, the ferries are the main transport connection to Kowloon and 
the outer islands. It would be understating it to say they are noisy, smelly and 
overcrowded; they are much worse than that. They are, however, reliable and 
incredibly cheap. Health and safety – forget it – they plough their furrow across one 
of the busiest harbours in the world and their safety record is exemplary. 

Today we visited Kowloon and I am sorry to say that Haydn was sent to the ‘naughty 
corner’. Having spent all morning and quite a bit of the afternoon visiting Kowloon, 
the city on the mainland, we felt the need of refreshment. Kowloon is very much a 
Chinese city with very few traces of colonial Britain. One such place, however, is the 
Penninsula Hotel (the Penn) and, finding ourselves outside the Penn, we decided to 
go inside only to find that they were serving afternoon tea. Eureka! We joined the 
Betty’s-like queue and a kindly member of staff suggested we find a seat and she 
would come and find us when there was a table. 

We passed a notice stating that there was a strict dress code for afternoon tea, no 
short sleeves, no shorts, no open-toed shoes for men and similar for women with 
suitable amendments. As a former lawyer I was prepared to argue that Haydn’s ¾ 
length trousers were not shorts but would be hard pressed to find a suitable 
argument in respect of his short sleeves and open-toed sandals. The lady who had 
taken our booking approached us and asked if Haydn would be happy to wear a pair 
of shoes provided by the hotel. He readily agreed. We were then shown to our table. 
Okay, it would have been an exaggeration to say the hotel was in Hong Kong and our  
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table was in Peking, but if it has been 3 feet further to the west we would not have 
been inside the hotel. There must have been at least 20 empty tables between 
ourselves and the next occupied table. However, the service was excellent. 

Being so close to the outside of the hotel we left by a side door and found ourselves in 
a large courtyard. When the temperature is in the 90’s you forget it is late November 
and that Christmas is only a month away. I have never seen such a wonderful display 
of Christmas decorations, all based on the film Frozen (time to speak to the 
grandchildren again). Our granddaughter, Sophie, is a ‘Frozen’ fan and she would have 
been in seventh heaven so dozens of photos went winging across the miles to try to 
give her a flavor of what we were seeing; it was just magical. 

We never seem to visit the outer islands so today we visited one of them, Lamma 
Island, famous for its seafood restaurants. We travelled by ferry and were able to 
witness at first hand the huge development that has taken place over the last decade, 
much of it on reclaimed land. Lammas Island appeared mainly undeveloped and all 
along the small harbor frontage were a dozen or so fish restaurants. We finally found 
one that seemed to our taste and had a wonderful meal there. 

The island was to provide us with one of the most memorable experiences of our trip. 
Just slowly walking through the nearby park we heard the sound of a helicopter. It 
became louder and louder and then descended to the ground not more than 20 feet 
from us. We thought some bigwig had arrived. In fact, it had come to transport some 
accident-prone restaurant chef back to the mainland for some emergency treatment 
to an injured hand. I have never been close up and personal to a helicopter before and 
it was all rather exciting. I suspect that makes me a rather ghoulish person, but then 
you knew that already, didn’t you? 

“Never go back”, that is what they say isn’t it? How I wish we had taken that advice. 4 
years ago we visited Macau, a former Portuguese colony on the Chinese mainland. It 
was enchanting and no wonder its centre had been designated a world heritage site. 
Today the center is still a world heritage site but a huge rebuilding programme has 
overwhelmed the quiet outlying areas. Scores and scores of casinos litter the small 
enclave. The Chinese are inveterate gamblers and when the Chinese government 
closed the gambling houses in Hong Kong they found a new home in Macau. 

We were visiting Macau to attend a show, ‘dancing on water’. It naturally took place in 
a casino and featured the most incredible gymnastic feats, all taking place under 
water. The story was traditional – boy meets girl, boy loses girl, boy finds girl – all’s 
well that ends well. The diving feats were unbelievable and the finale consisted of 2 
divers diving from near the roof of the building into the small pool below. It made Tom 
Daley seem like he is diving into a paddling pool from its side. Mind you, the afternoon 
tea in the casino was quite good but I am saddened by the development, which one 
assumes will continue apace as in 2020 the bridge linking Hong Kong and Macau will  
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be completed. So we leave Hong Kong and head for Penang. 

Penang. 

It is a small island off the coast of Malaysia. I am sure it is very beautiful but our sole 
interests in the island were the sunbed round the pool, the daily afternoon tea and, for 
Haydn, the sunken bath in our hotel room where he could wallow between tea and 
dinner. R and R after 9 weeks on the road. 

Conclusion. 

So, what have we learned from our trip? First, we inhabit an incredibly beautiful planet 
and ‘human beings may be going to hell in a hand cart’ but everywhere we went we 
were treated with kindness, civility and a willingness to do anything that would make 
our stay in their country more enjoyable. Secondly, two things are universal, McDon-
alds and road works. 

Finis. 

I must mention two people to whom I owe a debt of gratitude. My husband, Haydn, 
who not only accompanied me on our trip but to the surprise of many lived to tell the 
tale. Secondly, our wonderful editor, Stan, who not only had to read these episodes 
but also type them as well. Thank you to both of them. 

Jennifer  

FOOTNOTE 

In recent elections for members to the Hong Kong legislative assembly 19 of the 35 
contested seats went to followers of the pro democracy movement. A significant pro-
portion of the 19 duly elected now want Hong Kong to become an independent state, a 
political ideal unthinkable only a year ago.  Elections to the legislative council, who run 
Hong Kong, take place in 2017. 

Jennifer has been appointed Roving Reporter for the Link. Suggestions as to where we 
should send her next are invited! Many thanks for keeping us all entertained with your 
dry sense of humour. Ed. 

Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart: 

     Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea: 

     Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free, 

     So didst thou travel on life's common way, 

     In cheerful godliness. William Wordsworth 
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RELIGION IN THE NORTH WEST OF IRELAND 

I have just returned from a week’s holiday in the North West of Ireland. I have been 

visiting this area for 30 years but it was only this year that I recognised the importance 

of Methodism in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

In 1747 one of John Wesley’s preachers, a Welshman Thomas Williams, came to 

Dublin from England, and formed the first permanent Methodist Society in Ireland. 

John Wesley sent preachers from England to pioneer in the different Irish counties. 

They tended to visit the cities and market towns, and to attract attention by preaching 

wherever they could attract a crowd. John Wesley began to visit Ireland regularly to 

encourage the societies they formed. 

I visited an artist friend John Blakey in Enniskillen in Fermanagh, Northern Ireland. 

Enniskillen has a fine Methodist church. Opened in 1867, it was built in the style of an 

Imperial Roman temple with a Corinthian portico set across its five bays. 

 

Enniskillen Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

During a visit to Enniskillen in 1773 John Wesley preached in the town square. Stone 

masons working on the new West Bridge jeered at him and threw stones. Fortunately, 

they missed him but caused his horse to rear up. The Methodists began meeting in 

private houses. Having obtained a plot of land in 1792, they built a chapel with an 

earth floor and lit by candles. The second church was built in 1849 but became so 

crowded that the present church was opened.  

We spent three nights in Donegal town in the Republic of Ireland about 40 miles from 

Enniskillen. Here again there was a very pretty Methodist church which we noticed 

seemed to be well used. Donegal Methodist church was built in 1828 and finished in 

its present form in 1890. 
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Donnegal Methodist Church 

 

 

 

Whilst staying in Donegal town we visited Glencolmcille Folk Village Museum which 

turned out to be one of the highlights of our holiday. This was mainly because of a film 

we were shown of the former parish priest who 

seemed such a kind and dynamic man who had 

devoted much of his life to helping others and 

providing employment and seemed a true 

Christian. 

The museum consisted of 8 cottages with original 

objects dating back to the 1700’s. The museum 

was just one of the initiatives set up by Father 

James McDyer.      Glencolmcille Folk Museum 

At the time of Father McDyer’s arrival in 1951 the parish of Glencolmcille was 

suffering from a long-standing cycle of unemployment and emigration. Over the next 

30 years Father McDyer worked to break this cycle, lobbying for amenities, organising 

community projects and supporting the development of local industries, many of 

which are still successful. 

We visited Galway and Sligo which both have Methodist churches. However, in 

Castlebar, County Mayo the Methodist Church building, visited by John Wesley, is now 

an Elim Pentecostal Church whose followers believe in the infallibility of the bible. 

John Cross 
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THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

The Shadwell/Lidgett house group have been thinking about the meaning of Eucharist 
with the help of Rowan Williams’ book, Being Christian. Williams starts by drawing 
attention to a text ‘Listen! I am standing at the doorway, knocking: if you hear my 
voice open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me’. (Rev. 
3:20). When we share in Holy Communion we are guests and Jesus is telling us he 
wants our company. 

In the gospels meals are very important. Jesus seeks out company to celebrate with 
people and bind them together. In the story of Zacchaeus Jesus finishes by saying to 
Zacchaeus, ‘Aren’t you going to ask me to your home?’ Jesus gives hospitality and also 
draws out hospitality from others. At the Communion we are the guests of Jesus who 
calls us to be present, but we are also free to invite him into our lives. Jesus welcomes 
us, we welcome Jesus and we also welcome our neighbours who take part with us. 
They are also wanted by God. It is a time of mutual giving and receiving. 

And after the Resurrection Jesus did what he always did; he ate with his disciples. The 
apostles identified themselves as the witnesses who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead (Acts 10:41). What Jesus did in creating a new community during 
his earthly life he is now doing with his apostles in his risen life and we share in this 
when we gather to eat and drink in his presence. So the Eucharist is more that simply 
a memorial meal but a call into a new level of life with each other. Jesus shares with us 
and invites us to share with him and with our neighbours. The word Eucharist means 
thanksgiving and as we commemorate the death of Jesus we are also affirming his 
resurrection and the hope of his coming again. We are also giving thanks for the 
involvement of God in our lives and in our world 

One of the people sharing the last meal with Jesus was his betrayer and we are also 
there as those who have the capacity to betray. The Eucharist reminds us of the need 
for honest repentance, to confront our selfishness, pride and forgetfulness. ‘We take 
Holy Communion not because we are doing well, but because we are doing badly. Not 
because we have arrived, but because we are still travelling. Not because we are right, 
but because we are confused and wrong’ (Williams p. 53). 

Finally, in the Eucharist the creating and transforming Spirit of God summons us once 
again into life. In Holy Communion we invoke and celebrate the action of the Spirit, 
the same life-giving Spirit that filled every aspect of the life of Jesus. We ask the Holy 
Spirit to transform our lives and give us a new way of seeing the world. 

Stan Pearson 
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WHO’S WHO 

Ministers   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Betty Ashton   2935832 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jan Sanders   2933700 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Ruth Albiges   2665482 

     Val Faint   2663433 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretaries   Kathy Benson   2941059 

     Val Faint   2663433  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 

Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes  2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry   2933784 
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Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham   2737192 

Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Margaret Huskisson   2666781 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers   07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    2684873 

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle    07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

QUIZ ANSWERS (with thanks to Lynn Hudson) 

1. Cats 
2. 7 Brides for 7 Brothers 
3. Jersey Boys 
4. My Fair Lady 
5. The King and I 
6. Grease 
7. The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
8. Fiddler on the Roof 
9. Kiss me Kate 
10. 42nd Street 
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